
OCEAN COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

714 LACEY ROAD, FORKED RIVER, NJ 08731 

September 18, 2025 – FY 26 

 

MINUTES 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order by Dr. William Pollock at 8:09 a.m.  

Dr. Pollock confirmed that announcements for the meeting were made Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 251, 

P.L. 1975, CIO: 4-18, the Board of Supervisors of the Ocean County Soil Conservation District (OCSCD) hereby announces the 

agenda for the district meeting on September 18, 2025, at 8:00 a.m. This announcement was forwarded to the Asbury Park Press, 

The Press of Atlantic City, and the Ocean County Clerk.  The Hybrid meeting will take place at the District office and virtually 

viaWebex:https://oceancountysoilconservationdistrict.my.webex.com/oceancountysoilconservationdistrict.my/j.php?MTID=m1

122703c0e09c0ced56c0843de6161a8  Meeting number: 132 307 9912; Password: 38fwJ3QceJ3; (38395372 from phones and 

video systems).  Join by phone: +1-415-655-0001 US Toll.   Access code: 132 307 9912 

 

Supervisors present: Dr. William Pollock, Chairman, John Tiedemann, Vice Chairman & Ray Bukowski.  

Others present: Christine Raabe, District Director, Jean Baluski, Assistant District Director, and Ramon Mejia, Resource 

Conservationist from Ocean County Soil Conservation District (OCSCD). 

Supervisors present via Teleconference: Dr. Michael Gross, Secretary, Gary Paxton, Treasurer 

Others present via Teleconference: Nicole Ciccaglione from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 

            

II. FLAG SALUTE – Dr. Pollock led the salute to the flag of the United States of America.  

 

III. AGENDA – Motion to approve the agenda for today’s meeting made by John Tiedemann, seconded by Ray Bukowski. 

Roll call vote: unanimous.  

 

IV. MINUTES – The July 17, 2025, minutes with minor changes were approved on a motion by Ray Bukowski,  

             seconded by John Tiedemann. Roll call vote: unanimous. 

 

V. REPORTS TO BOARD – Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)  

Taking application for 2026 until October 17, 2025. So far there have been 137 applications received and 21 are in 

Ocean County. Next open house will be Wednesday September 24th, 2025. 

      

VI. CORRESPONDENCE –  

A. State Soil Conservation Executive Committee letter dated 8/28/2025- re: Audit & Response 

B. PDS Letter – SCD#24920 – Dated 8/18/25 

C. Request for Meeting from Ocean County Engineering and Commissioner Sadeghi (9/24/25) 

D. NJACD/Core Partnership Meeting – Mercer Community College – (11/24/25) 
 

TREASURY REPORT – (July & August) A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made by Ray Bukowski, 

seconded by John Tiedemann. Roll call vote: unanimous. 

 

I. BILLS AND CLAIMS – (June-July-August) Chapter 251 & General  

A motion to accept the Bills & Claims for the above months was made by Dr. Gross and seconded by Gary Paxton. Roll 

call vote: unanimous 

 

VII. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES –  

Education update provided by Becky Laboy. See attached report. 

 

VIII. REPORTS OF SPECIAL (AD HOC) COMMITTEES – None 

 

IX.   PUBLIC COMMENTS – None  
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X. CHAPTER 251 –   

A. Applications: Certified Applications as of 9/10/2025, Recertified Application as of 9/10/2025 & Amendments, 

Incomplete and Denied Plans. 

 Uncertified Plans as of 9/10/2025 – no vote  

The Board moved to approve Chapter 251 Certified Plans, Re-Certifications, Amendments, Incomplete and Denied 

Plans and B below. Motion to approve made by John Tiedemann, seconded by Ray Bukowski. Roll call vote: 

unanimous except: Ray Bukowski recuse anything that contains from NJ Natural Resources project and Gary 

Paxton recuse from any projects for Brick Twp. Board of Education. 

 

B. SCD# 23875; (Peek-A-Boo) Bnos Hadassah - Site Plan; Block 402, Lot 3.01; Lakewood Township; stop 

construction Order (SCO) rescinded 8/19/2025 

C. FY25 Quarterly Report-April-June 2025. 

 

XI. OLD BUSINESS –   

A. 2026 Envirothon Host – Co-Hosting with Del-Atlantic SCD – Date TBD/Lighthouse Center  

B. Jersey Friendly Yards 7th Annual Conference 9/27/25 on Ocean County College Campus. 

C. Ramon Mejia – CPM Graduation & Capstone Project: “2025 Shaping the Future of Ocean County Soil 

Conservation District: Workforce Optimization Plan 

D. HVAC system replaced second floor 

E. Handyman continues on small repairs & projects throughout building 

 

XII. NEW BUSINESS –  

A. Approval to increase the Interns stipend from $700 to $750. Motion to approve of was made by John Tiedemann, 

seconded by Ray Bukowski. Roll call vote: unanimous.  

B. Hired New Office Manager Deanna Hammack, Range 21 Step 3, $67,907.66 per year, start date 9/29/25. 

C. J. Baluski Retirement Date – 10/16/25. Motion to approve a $500 gift card for years of service. Motion to approve 

of was made by John Tiedemann, seconded by Ray Bukowski. Roll call vote: unanimous.  

D. Part-time Inspecter – Dylan Neumann at $25/hour. 

E. New Office Weekly Cleaning Service – The Arc of Ocean County 

F. Approval to get quotes on constructing separate server room & office downstairs. Motion to approve of was made 

by Ray Bukowski, seconded by John Tiedemann. Roll call vote: unanimous.  

G. Approval of the OCSCD Hierarchy Staff Chart-9-11-25. Motion to approve of was made by John Tiedemann, 

seconded by Ray Bukowski. Roll call vote: unanimous.  

 

XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION – None.  

XIV. ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT DISTRICT MEETING – November 20, 2025. 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 a.m. Move for adjournment made by John 

Tiedemann, seconded by Ray Bukowski. Roll call vote: unanimous.  

 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

       

 

         Christine R. Raabe, 

         District Director 

CRR: jb 

 

Dr. Michael Gross, Secretary 


